
 

 

HYDROCARBONS 

 

GLOSSARY: 

 

 Addition reaction: A chemical reaction, in which one molecule is added to 

another molecule. 

 

 Alkane: A hydrocarbon, containing only single carbon-carbon bonds. 

 

 Alkene: A hydrocarbon, containing a double bond between carbon-carbon 

atoms. 

 

 Alkyne: A hydrocarbon, containing a triple bond between carbon-carbon 

atoms. 

 

 Aromatic hydrocarbon: A hydrocarbon, containing one or more benzene 

rings between carbon-carbon atoms. 

 

 Blow moulding: The process of forming hollow and one piece articles by 

expanding a piece of hot plastic against the internal surfaces of a heated 

2-piece mold, with compressed air. 

 

 Boiling point: The temperature, at which the liquid substance gets 

converted into vapor form. 

 

 

 

 



 Catalytic cracking: The conversion of high molecular weight hydrocarbons 

into lower molecular weight hydrocarbons with the help of catalysts such as 

silica. 
 

 Combustion: A process, in which a substance is heated with oxygen to 

produce heat and light. 

 

 Cycloalkane: An alicyclic hydrocarbon with a saturated ring. 

 

 Decarboxylation: The process of removing a carboxyl group from a 

chemical compound. 

 

 Dehydration: The process of removing water from a substance or 

compound. 

 

 Dehydrohalogenation: An organic reaction, from which an alkene is 

obtained from an alkyl halide. 
 

 Density: The mass of the solution per volume. 

 

 Halogenation: A chemical process or reaction, in which a halogen element 

is introduced into a substance. 
 

 Hydrocarbon: An organic compound, containing only carbon and 

hydrogen. 

 

 Hydrogenation: The addition of hydrogen to a compound. 
 

 

 



 Hydrophobic: The substance, lacking affinity for water. 
 

 Injection moulding: A manufacturing process for forming objects of 

plastic or metal, by heating the molding material to a fluid state and 

injecting it into a mold. 

 

 Isomerism: The state of being an isomer. 

 

 Marsh gas: The form of methane gas is produced, when vegetation 

decomposes in water.  

 

 Melting point: The temperature, at which solid substance gets converted 

into liquid substance. 

 

 Non polar molecule: The molecule, not having separation of charge. 

 

 Polar bond: A type of covalent bond between two atoms, in which 

electrons are shared unequally. 
 

 Polymerisation: A chemical process, combining several monomers to form 

a polymer or polymeric compound. 

 

 Pyrolysis: The transformation of a substance produced by the action of 

heat. 

 

 Reduction: The chemical reaction, in which hydrogen is added to or oxygen 

is removed from a compound. 

 



 

 Saturated hydrocarbon: A saturated carbon-hydrogen compound with all 

carbon bonds filled. 
 

 Smog: Fog that has become mixed and polluted with smoke. 

 

 Solvent: A substance, in which another substance is dissolved. 

 

 Substitution reaction: A reaction, in which the functional group in a 

particular chemical compound is replaced by another functional group. 

 

 Unsaturated hydrocarbon: Hydrocarbons, having double or triple 

covalent bonds between adjacent carbon atoms.    
 


